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A Civil War Historian’s Lament

By Gerard A. Patterson

There is ome thimg that & Ciwil
War historimm can conBdenily count
on Laking place s soan as be has
published & waork on any aspest of
the conflict.

 UOnce the book is imelnevably

distributed, he just knows he is
poing 1o fall iste scee informestion
thwl be cam ooky wish he had foumd
while doing the research

Triwvial or priceless, the {0 him)
fresh but unusable matersal can al
this point serve caly one pusposs
— b reaffiim the haid fact e &
work of hislory will always be
meamplele and has 1o be (skon a=
an mieram report, eothing more.

Whare will the exasperatingly
el ated revelmioss come from? The
historion can only speculate as he
wiits in antsegpation of e mela-
hle after Bis trealment had pons 1o
preag and g, ligerally, out of his
T,

Somefime il 1= & matber of seli-
modification s the autkor stumbles
wpon  en averleoked refersnce
kimself and can only chide himcell
for his careless scholarship and
bemoan his failese o consall an
abvieia sminse

Bul mest often it 1s tho appear-
anco of ke wark fiself that loosens
and umesrths & lode of pertinent
meterial, A reader somewhers 18
mide siuldenly sware by your work
of the possible value af that packel
of yellowed letiers come wpon in
the atic of the ancesirel hame

Innncemly, the halder wajiges
througls your publisher whether you

Jmught posnbly be inlerceted in

what has boen uneovered (thoagh it
might vory well shake the wvery
fremdetion of your thesis),

The choitered aitic ia, of course,
ame of the foremast absiacles 1o

historie discovery. There is no
ematng how missly invaleabls
malerisl langnshes thav above the
hemds {in a rue wmnse) of dwellers
whir — through lack of knowledge
ar interest < have no Eppreciation
whatever of ihe value of thes
PUsSESSLOT

A Fenyoes ago; | publishell &
wark entithed JSantice of dtracin
that dealt wath the [ Bangisgs in
litle Eimsion, W.C., al T Confed-
erobz deserters who bed been
cuptured serving in the Union
rmy. The sffawr nesrly landed
Coslederale Gem Teorpe E. Frelen
of Geityaburg fame in The dock a1 a
wie crimimal after the war

Well, it can be Enugined the stir a
comlroversasl work of ihis =
generaled in the lown where the
avenl pctuelly took ploce. Soom, [
was invited by the locel historizal
society 1o come down emd give a
call ot ghee K preiton puldie Iy an
the imewdent [ wentured there ol my
peril. apprehessive Ay Io how 1
wiould be reveived by the local folk:
1 nesds 't huve been concemed

Horme | 2 persosd wWere cramimie:]
wiilis Thes imesleng rosoan off e Bilreary
b [ armwesd, B vast mayonty of
whwam, T would qoickly dissover,
Biad no wdea thet such an affer had
taken plece in their hometown
almosl gcross the sirest and were
simply anxices to lesn more shoa
i,

But wial waz mos impressive

cabont the mudience was thel e

about 15 of those atending were,
ty & show of hends, direc) desoen-
derts of e men bangsd and yel
were, mmlil thal soght, unscuainic:d
with one anoibser even theugh el
hed lived in that arca most of theic
lives.

M course, 1 had been able @ fimd
mane af these people whils dodng
my research amd was redsced
almast o fears 88 ey heaped
vigneite afler vignslle upon me
abaul their ancestors and =tuffed
my pockols with copies of letters
and documenis such as widow's
pension epplications ihat detailed
ihe lives of ihe executed men
Much to my chigrs, there was not
& thing | could di wath ey of the
infomestion; it was oo lwie. The
D W i

Frobably e most lasting re-
minder of the irip was that subss
gaslly the Hsstomenl Prgservalion
Group arangsd Lo heve o lorpe
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marker erected @ the approxinsate
site of the hangings nesr the
courhcase with the names of 8l
the men hangsd qnseribed on i
{mlong with a 1ex) block 1 wes
plemsed 10 compose ot the group s
T e

Though my Famsom expericnes
wak the meal dramshs persanal
eample of how iovariahly i
madion comes amdle hisitariena”
hands when it &5 no kager isalde
there have becn ather poinfuol
Al 2]

The same woleme woull kave
besm enhancsd h'_l 4 pare Tl thot 1
engaunlered an e cover of The
Civil Wer Hews, o pheeo of La%alb:

Haow could voli possibly have
Engwn, v ean Taidy ask yvoursef
phoml the exsiglence of thiz da-
Recrrenlyps Or  cormesponden:
niver deposited and ostabopued in
am accessible bihmary

The drend is o lesrn thal simae-
thing that was resdily avadlohle was
averleaked through vour own
carclimineas, And the letier wevkers
and mevigwsrs will olwaye b
lerkitig oul there im legions 1o bong
the oversight s vour atention bal
Iy ihiose Mﬂ.‘l‘lll‘lg T ||n'|1F their
mwn bdea for o hook ey wionlid
mowgealay Wrdle baang snafched {from
thim by an infenor talent.

While most hisborians can eccept
critimsm thot is balonced by ot jeast
soimes commplimentary ohservalion,
the gl tonighest W lake is a letier
thal fou=es entirely on an apparent
ervor and kas nothiog else whetever
1o sy ot e wark:

Wich so many researchers misung
the Cowil ‘W eld, relaad infioc-
mation on virtually any Sopic o
histarian hes pursoed is bound 1o be
uncavered, sooner or laber. Thet's &
piven

A grest messurs of salisfacion
DOmEs in seedng ons's own disooys
eries subsequensly used hy other
wrilers following the same subject,
beimg properly credued For che
morsel end Becoming (d only in
Epile type) & fealnote oo Bstary

As punsakingly as they seel
neEw anformelion, ressaichers Ko

Ahey have alpeady mads the gost

important discovery abaul the
nalure of their field. That is, how
mrrogen it is for sy histonen o
helheve lar a thar b= hasa

Caorkell Picketi, ol peneral s
WA, B @ WOHENE THman

T'ubdication of lhe memoir of a
Unios cavalryman brought wath it
recollections of Comederace Cien
Cadmus M. Wikcox ns an insneene
wl West Poind hefore the Covil W
and *" Appnimaitoy thatl wouikl
s:irnilurb_.'._ have emlivensd ’-\:
hiogrephy ol the peneral, From
Hiue b {irayp,

Bolicedtl ol tha bima, yod can't really
hlame youesell for the incomplete-
neis of & slwly wihich, aller all, ol
wgne poind must be holted and
subgmiltad] Tor publicatson wnless o
is miended as o life s work

provided the last word on any
subject.

Giersed A Poiiersan is B woibar
ol Hedwis frows FPear Poval [SLack-
palel, Dvbee of Faile — The
Womndad of Grifpadarg (Slack-
ple], Jweice or Aoty [Thimas)
apld From Blwe re Oy (Seck-
pidel. A refired newspaperman, he
has written some 30 amioles far
histesical publications asd ap-
peared in & segmend of ARE's
“Civil 'War Joumal: semes dealing
with Wesi Poini's rale i othe war



